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growing democratic protest against the advance of hierarchic pretensions. The fatal objection to the theory is that the Donatists had a hierarchy no less ambitious ami authoritative than that of the Catholics ; and there was at that time no question whatever in Africa of anything like allegiance to Rome. The real origin of the Donatist schism is far more prosaic, and offers little ground for large political theories.1
After the close of the last persecution of the Christian Church, its adherents began to emerge into the light of clay and repair the breaches in their organisation. The stress of the persecution had Jain heavily on north-west Africa, and it was. u small and obscure body that formed its Churj in the early years of the fourth century, much is familiar history. The unfamiliar cir? stance, which the chronicles of the fourth abundantly establish, is that this obscui struggling body was underminec One naturally assumes that th| who survived the last of the, Church must have been exc« No assumption could be fi
1 The classical authority on the Do of Milrvr, whn wrote his famous
